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OPTION 1: LITERARY ANALYSIS OF THE PLAY FENCES
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The writer’s description of family, conflict and family therapies shows his struggle to coming to terms with the reality in relation to expectations. In the play Fences, August Wilson brings out the concept of conflicts that surround an African American family living in Pittsburg Pennsylvania in the 1950’s. The center of these conflicts is the head of the family, Troy Maxson. Troy is caught up being the victim of living at a time when there are limited chances for African Americans.
	Wilson brings out various themes in his play. Race is seen to be dominant considering that there are minimal opportunities for African Americans. This troubles the main character who ends up distancing himself from his own family. Another aspect covered is men and masculinity. The play exposes how Troy and his Son Cory are always at each other’s neck. Troy repeats the same mistakes his father did but Cory seems to be different from him. Fences also seeks to understand what it is to be a good man.
	Wilson brings out mortality to be happening in real life. There are two actual deaths in the play. Human mortality is seen as the ultimate opportunity for the oppressed to enjoy peace. In the play, many people have dreams, plans and hopes. Troy, the protagonist in the play feels that his dreams have been taken away from him. Due to racial discrimination, he could not become the baseball player he wanted to be. Troy is being protective when he denies his son, Cory, the chance to play football. As a result, a father-son conflict begins and chances of Cory going to college become very slim. 
	Wilson seeks to make the reader understand that damaged dreams of one generation can damage the dreams of the next. Cory understands that he has to learn to build dreams from the ashes of the one he’s lost in the end of the play. Moreover, Wilson wants us to learn from the many trials and tribulations that surround the Maxson family. Troy does little it an attempt to fulfil his role as father and wife; this results to disintegration of his family. The writer depicts the various dynamics that hold families together or tear them apart. 
	Betrayal happens everywhere even in the family as exposed in the play. Troy Maxson betrays everyone who is close to him; his son, his wife, his brother, and his best friend. Eventually, he ends up being a loner. However, even with all that many of the characters still have respect for him as we see in the last scene. All in all, Troy always followed his gut which disappointed many people. For this reason, he never betrayed himself so to say. The writer also sheds light on duty which directly relates to betrayal. Troy Maxson seems to believe that his role as father is to provide food and shelter only. He has the feeling that fidelity to his wife is not part of his duties. Additionally he has no time for his son where they can share which is considered rude and irresponsible.
	The writer wants us to see the sense in being contented. Dissatisfaction is the fuel to most of the conflicts in the play. To begin with, Troy is portrayed as being dissatisfied with his life. He’s constantly unhappy about the ending of his pro baseball dreams on the basis of racial discrimination. Cory, his son, does not see value in work which disappoints him. In addition, his occupation as a garbage collector makes him feel unfulfilled and trapped. The love from Troy’s wife does not satisfy him; this leads to him having secret affairs and a child. Fences portrays how dissatisfaction can lead to actions that destroy a person’s life and of those around them. 
	August Wilson used poetic realism to bring out the various themes. The play has to do with everyday situations and involve everyday people.  In this play, he gives his characters the ability to speak in a manner that is more heightened that one would typically notice in everyday speech.  Symbolism is one of the styles greatly used in this play. First of fall, the title Fences itself is a complex symbol. It is portrayed as a cause of conflict between Troy and his son Cory. Troy argues that Cory has been neglecting his role to work on it. Cory points out to Troy, “don’t ever do nothing but go down to Taylor’s” (1.3.5) Taylor’s is where Alberta, Troy’s mistress, works. Therefore, you could say that the neglected fence is a symbol of how Troy has neglected his own family.
	Furthermore, the fence can also be seen as a symbol of the things Troy wants to keep away from him; this seen in his last dialogue with Cory. Cory tells his father to tell his mother that he would be back for his things when Troy responds saying that, “They’ll be on the other side of the fence” (2.4.110-2.4.111). By this, troy establishes the fence as an actual barrier separating him and his son. The fence again marks Troy’s boundaries to his territory. Moreover, the fence may be seen as a representation of the emotional barrier that exists between Cory and his father.
	From another point of view, the fence is also symbolic of the barrier Troy attempts to establish between himself and death. After Alberta dies during childbirth, he cries out: “All right…Mr. Death. See now…I’m gonna tell you what I’m gonna do. I’m gonna take and build me a fence around this yard. See? I’m gonna build me a fence around what belongs to me. And then I want to stay on the other side.” (2.2.55) at some point, troy realizes that he will lose his fight with death and decides to construct the fence. Here, the fence symbolizes that tory was not ready to die without a fight. 
	Rose, Troy’s wife is constantly trying to keep things in while his husband is for the opposite. The fence portrays the difference in their personalities. Cory at a point wonders why his mother wants to have a fence around the yard. His father argues that he does not understand what she is keeping out with it saying she has nothing that nobody wants. Bono responds by saying: “some people build fences to keep people out…and others build fences to keep people in. Rose wants to hold on to you all. She loves you.” (2.1.30-2.1.32) It is arguably right to say that Rose told Troy and Cory to build the fence together in an attempt to bring them together. Rose feels that his family is disintegrating and the fence is her only way of attempting to symbolically hold it together. 
	Lastly, the writer could have used the fence to represent all the barriers that Troy has had to go through. These challenges that seem to have broken him include: his abusive father, poverty and homelessness, racial discrimination. Wilson portrays the tragedy of the play as Troy letting his past life of being confronted break his relationship with family and friends. At the end of the play, we’re left believing that Troy finally found forgiveness and peace when Gabriel dances making the heaven’s gate open for him. This was Troy’s biggest fence opening. 
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